How (Bad.) Things Eeally Are 

One of 33.1*8 tax clients, a construction supervisor for years but with occasional 
unemployment while new jobs get started, was in the local unemployment office. He was 
shocked at what he had never seen there before, turmoil and more people looking for jobs 
or unemployment benefits than he had ever seen. 

also saw five armed guards. When his turn to be interviewed came he asked what 
all the armed guards wWere for. 


The answer is that without them there were fights and chaos. People complaining 

because they had no benefits, had used them all up, had no jobs offered to them and 

about what goes with these (locally at least) unreported conditions. 

^ntil relatively recently this has been an area of low unemployment. 

Xt also is an erea^ in which a large number of people are not prepared for better 

jobs and take what jobs they can get. These people, with man and wife both working, 

have not been doing well. Beginning under Eeagan some of them and their under— prepared 

children faced an additional probl^e: half-time work. Employers cut full-time workers 

back to half time and thus had no benefits to pay, like health insurance. They hired an 

unemployed person for half-time to take »p that half of the time of the former full-time 

employee. Among other things, this placed some of the employer's burden on the taxpayer 

because the county pays the medical bills once paid by the insurers who no longer have 

that insurance because only full-time employees get it. I know one middle-aged man who 
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holds down three regular part-time jobs all of which were formerly full-time. 

^obody locally has ever heard^of such behavior as Lil’s tax client saw and reported 
and I've seen no account of it in the local papers. 

‘his had been one of the better- off areas. So mb I wondef how it is in areas that 
were less well off, more depressed. 

Uoing along with this is a marked increase in the us# of drugs and crimes. 

Crimes that locally were unheard of. Recently a woman college professor, not mentioned 
in the papers but told me by one of her mature students, was robbed at 9:50 in the morning 
with many people around in a shopping center, as she left the supermarket. 

% a different era, men used to steal to feed their families. I don't know how the 

families of those who have exhausted their unemployment benefits are fed locally. 
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Ode/ that she should have been told this s/ory the very day we are told the ^resident 
is going to celebrate his great victory in the 8ulf . 

One has to wonder whether he created the situation that led to this terrible con- 
flict in part to divert attention from the terrible domestic situation. And perhaps in 

part with the elections in mind. •••Such things may be strange to friends my age. Two years 
ago managers of chain stores in the neaby mall were paid as little as 06.00 an hor, no over- 
time, assistant managers as little as $4.50 hourly. When the degartelos(San Francisco 49ers) 
bought this jjfftLl for 5 times what it cost to build it they put all possible employees on l/2 
time, could not keep* its security staff, had to contract security out for much more cost and 
dtill did not learn and refused to save much money by having its own security staff because it 
then would have to be paid required benefits. tfiO 



